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" Boll Carlton, Senior Merchant," * and asking inwardly, Who
was he?

Medowfl, Harris, and perhaps John Best were very likely the
most notable men in Bombay in the year 1789.    They were all
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r>ombay men in this- sense, though their constant residence did
not extend over a period of eighteen months.
Modows must have been a man of ability, or he could never

glass of water to one glass of claret. This I always mind myself, and give
him, when he calls for madeira or claret. I hope, Madam, you will forgive
me for giving myself the great honour of writing to you.

" I ana with respect, your most ohedient servant,

" JOHN BEST."

This letter, in its original spelling! would have been more amusing and
natural, hut the copy in Mrs. Dyer's handwriting is alone forthcoming.

Men lived very fast in those days, as is sufficiently evident from this and
the note on p, 0. John knew what would please his mistress, so he dashes
the claret with a good deal of water.

* Boll Garlton, a civilian, arrived in India, 1769.